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Where is Wally?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sinsiwinsi
/2055036353/



What is a Wally ?

wally

Pronunciation: /wali/

Definition of wally

noun (plural wallies)

British informala silly or inept person: I must have looked a total Wally 
but I didn’t care

Origin:

1960s: perhaps a shortened form of the given name Walter. There are 
many theories of the origin: one story tells of a Wally who became 
separated from companions at a 1960s pop festival; the name, 
announced many times over a loudspeaker, was taken up as a chant by 
the crowd

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/wally

http://oxforddictionaries.com/words/key-to-pronunciation


•Students have it too easy
•They like a challenge
•Don’t make it too easy to find Wally

Wally’s Top Ten guide to 
creating Blackboard sites

Key principles:







Wally Tip: Use red / green 
combinations for maximum effect 
with colour blindness.

















The Northampton approach....

2011 – Consulted on standard items to include in a Blackboard site
2012 – First implementation of new site template for modules and courses
2013 – 2018 Audit, review and redesign of template

https://nile.northampton.ac.uk/bbcswebdav/orgs/LearnTech/Quality/NILE-Checklist.doc
http://blogs.northampton.ac.uk/learntech/2012/12/21/the-path-to-nile-quality/


The audit revealed a generally improving situation for NILE 
sites with many meeting the basic level of the quality 
criteria for which the tutors involved should be 
commended.

There were a number of sites in all faculties which shared 
areas which could be enhanced or improved:

 Tutors should make use of the guidance for content and site 
material in the suggested areas to assist students with 
finding content.

 Where module guides were included in sites then these need 
to be updated and should be consistent with other content 
within the site.

 The contacts area should ideally include staff photos and all 
contact details for staff.

 Reading lists should make use of ASPIRE to ensure students 
can quickly access the relevant resources.

 Whilst colour schemes / themes were generally well used 
then subject areas may consider consistency if they vary 
from the NILE standard.

Results of NILE audit 2017



Tutors have clear guidance on what to include
Tutors have contextual help
Better use of institutional tools (e.g. Talis
Aspire)

Students will know how to find content
Less time spent searching – more time being 
efficiently used
Less confusion over content
Accessibility benefits

Students notice the difference…..

http://youtu.be/EOigThf25-A



