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Abstract 

Cross-cultural research requires much attention to the phrasing of interview questions to minimise 

the cultural load embedded in the language of the researcher. However, it is difficult to have culture-

free texts since language and culture are almost impossible to separate. Sacred texts offer this 

potential of transculturality in that they exist in forms independent of the influence of the 

researcher’s language, and they also carry personal relevance to the faith followers. 

This talk discusses the use of sacred texts as tools to enhance social research interviews, building on 

the combination of their universal and personal nature. In the study reported, sacred texts are used 

to initiate and sustain social conversations around excerpts from the Bible and the Quran used with 

Christian and Muslim participants respectively. Twenty-eight semi-structured interviews were 

conducted with 15 Christians and 13 Muslims, and the data were analysed for the nature of the 

thematic materials gained and for the dynamics of the interviews. The tool was perceived favourably 

by participants and the themes discussed in the interviews were wide-ranging and rich. Some 

participants showed signs of empowerment in and ownership of the discussion, which can be 

attributed to their subscription to and familiarity with the sacred excerpts used. The insights gained 

from this study can be useful in other contexts, especially cross-cultural studies that seek to use 

interview prompts that transcend cultural borders.  
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