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‘What is a photobook? This may seem a redundant question 
with an obvious answer. A photobook is a book – with or 
without text – where the work’s primary message is carried by 
photographs. It is a book authored by a photographer or by 
someone editing and sequencing the work of a 
photographer, or even a number of photographers. It has a 
specific character, distinct from the photographic print, be it 
simply the simply functional ‘work’ print, or the fine-art 
‘exhibition print. However, while this might serve as a basic 
definition, it is not that simple. This study focuses on a specific 
kind of photobook and a particular breed of photobook 
producer.

Martin Parr & Gerry Badger

in  The Photobook: A History, Vol. I (2004), London: Phaidon.



*Diagram based on Keith Smith’s “Graphic Representation of ‘Conditional Movement’ of a Visual Book” in Structure of the Visual Book
(The Sigma Foundation Inc., 2005, p. 261).
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