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Abstract

The debate over whether English feudalism developed immediately after the
Norman Conquest or early in the twelfth century is still very much alive. The
wealth of information contained in Domesday Book actually tells litle of the
nature of land-holding. Only three private land-grants survive from the reign of
the Congueror. One, the 1085 grant from Bishop Losinga of Hereford to Roger
de Lacy, was the subject of a celebrated article by V. H. Galbraith in 1929, in
which he argued that the grant was a prime example of the new feudalism
developing in the wake of the Conquest. However, recent writings have
challenged that traditional view. This article re-examines the grant in the
light of those new views and assigns it a rather different significance.

THE LAND-GRANT in question is a grant of land in Herefordshire, to be
held by knight service, made between Robert Losinga, bishop of Hereford,
and Roger de Lacy, in 1085, the year before Domesday Book was compiled.!
Roger was listed as a tenant-in-chief in Domesday Book, holding estates in
Shropshire, Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire as
well as Herefordshire:® he was a wealthy and powerful man in 108s. The
annual value of his lands listed in Domesday was £325 in the whole of
England and £129 in Herefordshire, making him the richest layman in the

* This article was read as a paper to a Graduate Seminar at All Souls Callcgc, Oxford, and
the Mahony Society, Mansficld Collcgc, Oxford. | would like to thank Dr. C. P. Lewis and
Professors D. B. Crouch and M. A. Hicks for rcading carlier drafts, and Dr. W. J- Bair, Mr.
J- Campbcll, Mr. N. Hall, Mr. W. L. Purser and Dr. D. Rundle for making hclpﬁ.ll comments
during its gestation.

! Public Record Office, C 115 G31/4005 (Chancery Masters Exhibits, Duchess of Norfolk,
Scudamore Deeds). Printed with facsimiles in V. H. Galbraith, *An episcopal land-grant of 1085, Eng.
Hist. Rev., xliv (1920), 353-72, and in English Episcopal Acta VII: Hereford, 1079-1234, ed. ]. Barrow
(Oxford, 1903). no. 2, pp. 1-2; translated in English Historical Documents, ii, ed. D. C. Douglas and
G. W. Greenaway (2nd edn., 1981), no. 221, pp. 962-3.

* All Domesday Book references are to the Phillimore edition, general editor J. Morris (London
and Chichester, |9?S—Hl‘y] and are for Herefordshire (1 983), unless otherwise stated. Lacy lands:
Salop, 242b (Ombury) and 256b-256d; Worcs., 176¢; Glos,, 167d-168a; Oxon., 161a-b, lands in Earl
William's IﬁtzOsbcrn] territory; Berks,, 62c; Herefs, 1842-185b. See C. P. Lewis, “The Norman
settlement of Herefordshire under William I, in An_q{o—!\"m:mn Studies, vii (198 5), 195-213; and fora
thorough survey of the Lacy f:mﬂ}', W.E. \Ulghmun__ The Lacy J‘-'.-imify in Erigfrrurf and I\'arm;inﬂ’y.
1066—1104 (Dxlbrd_. 1966),
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An Episcopal Land-Grant of 1085

I

HE document printed below ! is a record of two separate
arrangements between Robert, bishop of Hereford, and Roger
de Lacy. The first of these is the grant of Hamme (Holme Lacy),
co. Hereford, for life in return for the service of two knights : the
second is the grant of Onibury, co. Salop, for an annual rent of
20s. They are a part of the process of sub-infeudation after the
Conquest which, by thousands of similar transactions, gave rise
to the complicated tenurial system revealed by the Book of Fees
and the Inguisitions post mortem. The real difficulty is to decide
how far these Lacy enfeoffments are typical of the general process;
and the more normal they can be shown to be, the surer will be
the conclusions we can draw from them. For their very early
date—and this is their supreme interest—makes them an almost
unique piece of positive evidence about a movement otherwise
known to us only by documents of the next generation.

Some broad questions are raised by this document : in par-
ticular the assumption that the fee (feudum) was hereditary from
the moment of the Conquest, is challenged by the grant of Holme
Lacy as a mere life tenancy. In France the hereditary fee was
so fully developed by 1066 that it was natural to suppose English
feudalism was equally hereditary from the Conquest. But so far as
mesne tenants on church lands are concerned it seems likely that
in some of the church baronies, notably Worcester and Hereford,
the hereditary fee was slowly evolved anew in England. Even in
France the life benefice was still not uncommon. Flach has pointed
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Map showing Roger de 1acys Domesday holdings in
Herefordshire, Shropshire and into Worcestershire
(Holme Lacy and Onibury circled)
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The Domesday entry for
Hamme (10806)
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Domesday Book, Holme Lacy and ‘middle’ England

(note the very obvions delineation with Wales)
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The witness-list
(Earl Roger and Walter’s households)

Earl Roger

Hugh, his son

Everard, his other son

The countess

Sheriff Warin

Obsert son of Richard

Drew son of Pons

Gerard de Tournai

William Malbedan [Malbank]
Gilbert, constable of Earl Roger

clerks:

Ralph, Gosfrid Odo Gerold
Laymen:

Walter

Herbert de Furcis

Richard de Stanton
Herman de Drew [Dreux]
Robert de Baskerville
Robert de Esketot [Ectot]
William Devereux [de Evreux]
Ralph de Salcet [le Saussey]
Nicholas Gotmund

Onibury:

Ansfrid de Cormailles [Cormeilles]
Edric de Wenloc [Wenlock]
Another Edric, steward

And all the above, except for the Earl
Roger and his household




