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Introduction

Builds on work of Simpson, 
Lumsden and McDowell, 2015a; 
Simpson, Lumsden and 
McDowell, 2015b; Simpson et al., 
2017; Simpson et al., 2018 into 
pre-school practitioners’ 
perspectives about child poverty 
and the ways they engage with 
parents and children in poverty. 



Research Aim

To gain insights into the impact of ten years of 
austerity and the pandemic on practitioners 
understanding of child poverty and how 
practice was mediating it in Early Childhood 
Education and Care settings.  



Theoretical Framework- and why this is 
important
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Research Design

• Semi structured interviews

• Mirrored that of the original qualitative 
research but extended the number of 
qualitative semi-structured interviews 
undertaken to develop a more in-depth 
understanding of the local area and 
other regions in England.

• With the onset of the pandemic specific 
questions were added to explore the 
perceived impact in settings. 



Interviews /Analysis

• 39 telephone interviews

• Lowest qualification Level 5

• East and West Midlands, South England

Important to note impact of pandemic both 
positive (number of interviews and green 
footprint) and challenges  (peoples time)

Thematic Analysis



Findings-
Overview

'Childcare'--no poverty here

'Professional Poverty Sensitivity'- Professional 
wisdom, education, empathy, know what high 
quality early learning is and know the issues are 
bigger than them

'Tacit Understanding' - empathy and shared 
understanding between practitioners and 
families

'Othering'- defining poverty in terms of poor 
parenting

Cultural Invisibility



Discussion 
Points and 
Challenges

What does the scripts others bring 
to their work mean for children?

How do we shift the narratives?

How do we raise awareness in 
setting?

How do we address this in training, 
degrees and within settings?



What 
next...

DEEPER 
ANALYSIS

DISSEMINATION
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