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Background

Sexual violence is unfortunately prevalent at UK Universities
and has a detrimental impact on the student experience.
Action in this area has started to take place in the last
decade.

Research at The University (including the | Heart Consent
Campaign evaluation 2015-2017, the HEFCE/OfS funded New
Spaces Project 2017-2018 and ongoing work by the Consent
Campaign Planning Group 2018- current) has informed
guidelines set by the OfS, as well as the implementation of a
range of new policies, procedures, processes and prevention
campaigns.

This included new supporting and reporting options,
resources; dedicated student and staff webpages; three
reporting options and expanded reporting routes; 2 new staff
and student policies, staff disclosure training; trained Sexual
Violence Liaison Officers (SVLOs), links to external
organisations (e.g. Serenity, Rape Crisis) and partnership
working with the University and UoN Police, a #neverok
consent campaign and other work.

* Please see: www.northampton.ac.uk/never-ok).

Research Aim

This student-led Undergraduate Bursaries at Northampton
(URB@N) project aimed to increase the student voice by
evaluating student perceptions of these new policies, Support
and Report resources and related procedures.

This project also aimed to work with the Consent Campaign
Planning Group to ensure research findings enhance the ongoing

work in this area, as well as the upcoming campaigns in this area.
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Thanks for joining the
conversation about consent.

Hi All and welcome to the StudentServices
conversation. To kick us off,
we have a video from our
Deputy Vice Chancellor -
Professor Shan Wareing.
Take a look at what she has
to say about the importance

of consent at UoN
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"The agreement to participate in a
sexual act where the individual
has both the freedom and
capacity to make that decision."
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Throughout the week will be be
posting videos, articles and
information to get you thinking
about what consent means to you.

Research at UoN
Kimberley Hill

Please join us- think, comment,
share, like and debate.

Find out more here:-
https://mynorthamptonac.sharep
oint.com/sites/student/Pages/wh
at-is-consent.aspx

This is a difficult subject for many
people, so please engage in
discussion respectfully. This

Thinking of reporting sexual violence to the University?
What is the difference between a first disclosure’, a ‘formal report’, ‘informal report’ and an ‘anonymous report?

An anonymous report is where you disclose

than an incident has occurred without

including any identifying information about
yourself.
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Students and staff can submit an
anonymous report as a witness or
bystander to an incident of sexual violence
or harassment, or on behalf of a friend,
fellow student or colleague.

Make an anonymous report

Figure 1:
Examples of some of the resources evaluated by students
in the focus groups

Methods

University of Northampton students were recruited
through opportunity sampling. One focus group has
already taken place and one more focus group has
been scheduled.

Students were guided through University resources in
this area on laptops and asked to comment on aspects
such as accessibility, visibility and usefulness, as well as
discussing and providing recommendations for
improvement.

The transcripts from the focus groups are being
analysed using Thematic Analysis to establish key
themes and findings will provide key
recommendations.
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Results

Student feedback on these resources was
overwhelmingly positive.

Students believe that the topic of sexual violence,
assault and consent are not talked about enough at
university.

Feedback was given on previous campaigns and ideas
were shared for future campaigns.

Students agreed more needs to be done to highlight
the work done in this area. For example, leaflets,
displays on screens across the university, shown before
lectures.

Students would like to continue to be involved in these
important and valuable ways to tackle these issues.

Conclusions

Implications for future research, as well as for existing sexual
violence report and support, processes, policies and
prevention campaigns will be provided from this research.
This will include wider recommendations for the Higher
Education sector in taking action against these issues.
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