
Radical and regressive: artificial intelligence according to 
Jeanette Winterson.

A reading of 12 Bytes: How We Got Here. Where We Might Go 
Next (2021), The Stone Gods (2007) and Frankissstein (2019).
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Robo sapiens

‘only machines’ (p.17)

‘nothing but silicon and a circuit 

board’ (p.6)

‘emotions are not part of their 

programming’ (p.17)



Billie:

‘I forget all the time that she’s a 

robot, but what’s a robot? A moving 

lump of metal. In this case an 

intelligent, ultra-sensitive moving 

lump of metal. What’s a human? A 

moving lump of flesh, in most cases 

not intelligent or remotely sensitive’ 

(p.99)



Spike:

‘Is human life biology or 

consciousness? If I were to lop off 

your arms, your legs, your ears, your 

nose, put out your eyes, roll up your 

tongue, would you still be you? You 

locate yourself in consciousness, and 

I, too, am a conscious being.’ (p.76)



Gender – a 

‘human concept’?



‘Spike, you’re a robot, but why are you 

such a drop-dead gorgeous robot? I mean, 

is it necessary to be the most sophisticated 

machine ever built and to look like a movie 

star?’ 

She answers simply: ‘They thought I would 

be good for boys on the mission.’ [……]

‘But you were also the most advanced 

member of the crew.’ 

‘I’m still a woman.’                       (p.33-4)
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Ron Lord:

‘Torso comes through first, swinging 

on the overhead wires… Lovely slim 

arms. Then the legs. Look at the 

length! The shape! Slightly longer 

than they would be if she was 

human. This is fantasy, not nature, 

so you can have what you want… 

Lightweight too. Makes a man feel 

strong.’ (p.37) 



She/Her = It?

‘bring her in for a service once or 

twice a year, depending on wear and 

tear. Online you can order spare 

parts, if any of her gets damaged, or 

too messy…’

‘Renting is popular with stag 

weekends; get half a dozen of the 

girls in for fun and frolics…’ (p.38) 
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The future is not 

biology – it’s AI



‘The world I imagine, the world 

that AI will make possible, will 

not be a world of labels – and 

that includes binaries like male 

and female, black and white, 

rich and poor’ (p.79). 
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Related theory:


