
UNIVERSITY-WIDE 
CONVERSATIONS: 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

Dr Kimberley Hill
The University of 

Northampton



CURRICULUM-EMBEDDED
CONSENT INITIATIVE

▪NUS Hidden Marks (2011) -> I Heart Consent 

(2015) -> ‘Zellick’ (2016)

▪2014-onwards UoN Curriculum-Embedded 

Consent Initiative

▪Exceptional feedback, limited support, increasing 

awareness/ disclosures

▪Case study (Hill & Crofts, 2021)

▪Prevalence, knowledge & barriers to disclosure



HE POLICY AND PRACTICE

▪HEFCE Catalyst-Funded New Spaces (2017-2018)

▪Student-led, HE policy/ process review, staff, 
student and university managers

▪30+ key recommendations (policy, process, 
support/report, training, campaigns, partnership 
working, new campus estate guidance etc.)

▪Government consultations/ communication, OfS
guidelines, HE best practice



CHANGING THE CULTURE

▪Support/ report resources

▪Anonymous, formal & informal reporting 
mechanisms

▪Dedicated Sexual Violence Liaison Officers, 
Welfare Advisor and Case investigator training

▪UoN-SU Consent Campaign for Change

▪University-wide taskforce

▪ Increased disclosures, students felt supported



▪Consider: membership (UM), structure, data 
sharing and action-led

▪Essential for reviewing implemented policies/ 
processes, campaign planning and best practice

▪Partnership working – data sharing

▪OfS Minimum Guidelines/ Statement of 
Expectations/ Condition of Registration and 
Prevalence Survey

▪Meaningful work to change the culture

▪Future work: EDI framework, enhancing practice

A UNIVERSITY-
WIDE TASKFORCE
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