





Agency and Power

- How Is designer agency expressed In
design pedagogies?

- How does power shape enactment of
agency In different forms of performance-
making?



Methods

- Interviews with eight performance
design course leaders

- Purposive sample from a range of UK
HEI settings

- Semi-structured interviews using an
element of photo novella or 'picture
stories' (Hurworth, 2003)



"Pamela Howard describes a theatre designer as being
‘like a wife’, in that traditional sense:

[A theatre] designer had to be like a wife — supportive,
a friend and a partner, ready to co-operate at all times
and on all occasions, good with money, decorative,
good sense of humour, and accepting that no
relationship is finite and when someone else came
along, you would be passed over. (Howard, 2006, p.26)

What do you think of that?"

"Yes! That's rather good. In that
traditional model you are. And of
course, that's what students resist!
They don't want to be the missus! Who
does? Exactly, they don't want to pick
up the kids [LAUGH] Yeah, that's great,
she’s right."
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