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Why HMT Empire Windrush 
matters (75 years on)?
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What is race?

The term race is problematic on conceptual grounds and 
therefore difficult to define. 

According to Gillborn (2008, p.3) “Far from being a fixed and 
natural system of genetic difference, ‘race’ is a system of 
socially constructed and enforced categories that are 

constantly recreated and modified through human interaction”.



What is racism?

In the UK, race has tended to be a 
term used to politicise racism and 

to address racial and/or social 
exclusions. 

Racial discrimination; prejudice and 
discrimination; beliefs – inferior v 

superior.

Personal - towards an individual; 
cultural - towards a group; and 

institutional (Eddo-Lodge, 2017).





http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b082w9p9/black-and-british-a-forgotten-history-1-first-encounters


“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 
culture is like a tree without roots” (Marcus Garvey, 1918).
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